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Below are a list of instances of Hindu Temples broken during the Long and disastrous 
Muslim rule over India. Most of these are extracted from various books written by prominent 
british writers during the British rule of India before 1947. Each of these accounts are presented 


with the relevant extract from the book. 


1. From Page 28 of "HISTORY OF INDIA" by JOHN CLARK MARSHMAN, 1873 -- "He 
(Altumsh) captured Oojein (Ujjain), the venerable capital of Vikramadityu and 
destroyed his magnificent temple of Muhakal, and sent the images to Delhi to be 


mutilated and placed as steps of his great mosque’. 


Se a a a p: CF 


Kootub was succeeded by his son Aram, who was de- 
throned within a year, and Altumsh, his slave and son-in- 


. law, was Taised to supreme authority, which he 
Transactions 


during the enjoyed for twenty-five ycars. He was occupietl 
Slave in reducing to subjection the few districts which 
still remained in the hands of the Hindoos, in 
1936 curbing his subordinate governors, and consolidating tho 
new empire. He reduced the strong fortresses of Rin- 
ana in a | staal of Gwalior and of indon. ak 


1226 dynasty. 





step: icsque. He was succeede Eii; us son, 
who ) was a danoond wifi six months for his v ices, and his 
sister Rezia‘was raised to the throne. “ She was,” says the 


historian, “endowed with’every princely virtue, ‘and. thoso 
wer “whosernutinised har artiona most severely ennl] find in her 


2. From Page 38 of "HISTORY OF INDIA" by JOHN CLARK MARSHMAN, 1873 - 
"Seunder Lodhi's reign) was marked by the oppression of the Hindoos, whose 
pilgrimages he prohibited, and whose temples he demolished in every direction, 


erecting mosquos with the materials, 
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1478 but they ¢ came to a final i issue in n 1478, when the last of the 
“ kings of the east.”’gas the dynasty was termed, fled to 
Bengal, and the kingdom was reannexed to the dominions 
of Delhi. Beloli Lodi succeeded in extending the terri- 
tories of the crown from the Jumna to the ‘Himal: nya, and 

from the Indus to Penares; and after a reign of thirty- 

eight years bequeathed the throne to his son See under, 
who added Behar to his conquests. But his administra- 
tion, though otherwise d equitable, was marked by 
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Ibrahim, the third and the last of the line, oe to the 


crown, and alienated his nobles by his arrogance and 


3. From "HISTORY OF INDIA" book by JOHN CLARK MARSHMAN, 1873. Describing how 
Aurangzeb destroyed temples in Banaras and used the idols as stairs of the 


mosques. 
power, of the empire. Aurungzebe ordered that no Hindoos 
should in future be employed in the public service, and 
1677 he reimposed the odious poll-tax, the jezzia, on infidels. 
His measures, however disguised, breathed the — of 
intolerance. | 
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These 
bigdted proceedings produced a feeling of disaffe a 
Revolt of the —_ province, but it was only in pae tane 

that they created political disturbance. fanani 

Sing, the faithful Rajpoot general of the emperor, had died 

1 in Cabal and as his widow and family passed through 
1677 Delhi, Å urungzebe surrounded their encampment with 


banamna intending ta datain tham aca hactarnac Thar uarn 


4. An account of Bengal general ‘Kala Pahad' demolishing hindu temples and idols in 
#Odisha in 1558. From Page 112 of ‘History of Orissa’ book by Andrew Sterling, 1846 


All the native writers agree in speaking with horror of the cruel 
excesses committed b ! congueror, and the 


Many demolished idols seen at various temples 
demonstrate the devastation caused by these invasions. Their conquerors 


The adventures pf the great Idol from a curious episode in the 
history of this period. According to the Mandala Panji, when the 
priests at Pooree saw the turn which matters were taking, they again 
for the third time in their annals, hurried away the helpless god in a covered 
cart, and buried him in a pit at Parikud, on the Chilka Lake. Kalapahar 








5. Atrocities on Hindus by Tipu Sultan from the book ‘Haidar Ali And Tipu Sultan’ by 
Lewin Bowring, 1893. Detailing how #tipusultan destroyed temples in Malabar and 


Travancore. 
Embassy to Constantinople 137 
patam. They reluctantly acquiesced in the former 


alternative, knowing well what the deportation 
meant. The next day, accordingly, all the 
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of of th | “Ons 
: ctims of Tipu’s revenge was the 
kkal', of ancient descent, who having 


Lf y ac was airar tan and 
killed, and Daf —_" 
In this re id 


SSSI. He ibed his hlera byes com- 
pelling the princess of Cannanore to marry her 
daughter to his son, Abd-ul-Khalik. 
















the said to have 





Invasion of Travancore 143 


sepoys, which had been despatched from Bombay to 
the same place. But the vacillation of the Madras 
Government, and want of enterprise on the part of 
the commanding officers themselves, prevented their 
co-operating with the Travancore troops in the 
defence. 

The Mysore army, flushed with success, now began 





| whose wretched inhabitants fled to the 
hills, where many were seized and made prisoners. 
The ruins to be seen at the present day testify to the 
ferocity of the invaders, while all the records of 


6. Tipu's atrocities in shrirangpatnam. Page 62 From the book ‘Captives Of Tipu 


Survivors Narratives by Lawrance A W, 1929. 

OUL @UITNIaAllOll ClialiPes MILO TNCTILCU UCLECSLALIUIL, 
It is his constant and favourite practice to insult and permets 

the Hindoos on the score of religi | mi 

of their : / 

a much- revered i near the 

he found, it is asserted, 150,000 coined pagodas, 

the stone out of which the oval was hewn. He frequently orders 

calves to be brought before the doors of their temples, and sheds 

the sacred blood under the very nose of the offended deity. 








7. Account of mosque constructed on top of a temple from Jajpur in #Odisha. From 
"Orissa: Its Geography, Statistics, History, Religion and Antiquities’ by Andrew 
Sterling, 1846, Page 137 


cover no ground whatever for such a territorial division. Moham- 
med Taki Khan, the Deputy of Shujaa Khan Nazir of Bengal, 
held his Court at A ad and built a fine palace and mosque on 
the , early in the last century, out of the 
le, the sculptured orna- 
ments of which may be still observed in many parts of the walls, 
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8. AN example from #Odisha, "He pulled down the shrine and ordered the image of god 
Krishna to be broken into fragments and cast into gutter." From: 'HISTORY OF THE 
JAGANNATH TEMPLE, 1958, A.N. Dwivedi 

= MNıamat-ullah describes the descration of the 
Jagannath temple with zest. “He (Sulaiman) turned 

his attention towards its (Jagannath temple's) 
truction and marched with a corps of troops. 
and ordered the image of aa 

Krishna which was decorated in elegant and beautiful 

way and whose limbs were made of ted gold, pair of 

eyes formed of Badakshani ruby, 






2 HISTORY OF THE JAGANNATH TEMPLE 





m | 
images of various shape lying near and around the 
town each of which weighed five maunds, according 


to the Akbari standard of weight, were plucked out. 








. Destruction of #NalandaUniversity from the book ‘University of Nalanda’ by 


Hasmukh Sankalia, 1934, Page 124 


pandits were witnesses,—the famous U#iversitigowerelraged 
to the ground, monks slam, and the vast and gigantic libraries 
burnt by the Moslems. 
Pandits of Nalanda were famous all over India for their 
wiedge, Countless pandits of different faiths had to go 
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10. account of destruction of #NalandaUniversity from the book ‘University of Nalanda 


by Hasmukh Sankalia, 1934, Page 207 

The Moslem chronicler tells us that the onslaught of 
Bakhtiyar Khilji was so severe and so thorough that the monks 
(Brahmans with shaven heads) swere*killed, one and all, so 
much so, that there was novonedeft to explain the contents of 
books that the victor found at the place, 1 


(1) See Tabakat-I Nosiri, Elliot, History of India, II, p- 306, 


11. Terrorism in medieval era by Mahmud of Gazni on Somnath Temple. From ‘History Of 


India book By H. M, Elliot, 1869, Page 524. 


It happened that Mahmúd had long been planning an expe- 
dition into Bharddna, and Gujerat, to of 
Somnét, a place of great sanctity to all Hindus So as soon as he 
had returned to Ghazni from his Khurdésin business, he issued a 
farman to the General of the army, ordering him to leave a con- 
fidential officer in charge of the fort of Kabulfz, and himself to join 
the court with his son Sálár Mas’ad. Accordingly, they presented 
themselves before the Sultán, who received them with special marks 
of favour, and showed such great kindness to Mas’td that his wazir 
became jealous. 

Afterwards he invited Sálár Saha to a private audience, and 

sading an army against Somnét. “Through 
” said that officer, “the power and grandeur 




















HONNI that not one of them has the dasta eee sed. 
The best plan is at once to commence the enterprise.” This advice 


12. Another account of creation of mosque on top of destroyed temple by Jahangir. 


From ‘Memoirs Of The Emperor Jahangueir Vol li’ by Price Major David, Page 25 


THE EMPEROR JAHANGUETR. 25 


I employed a confidential person to ascertain the 
truth ; and, as I justly supposed, the whole was 
detected to be an impudent imposture. Of this 
discovery I availed myself, and 






which was this 


scene of this inocu | | and on the: spot, with the 


because the very name of erm was — at 
Banaras, and with God's blessing it is my design, if 
I live, to fill it full with true believers. 





13. Another evidence of Qutub Minar built on a Temple. From ‘Seven cities of Delhi’ book 
by Gordon Hearn, 1938, Page 25. 


A. Cunningham, contended that the minar really 
had a Hindu origin, oe that only Hindus, 
with their pro: , could have 
lone: i; he sought to confirm his 
Dinor? by workien out a series of measurements, 
to which indeed many of the measurements of the 
minar conform rather closely. Moreover, the base 
of the minar is at the level of the foundations of 
the Hindu temple which was afterwards altered 
intomapmosque. Some of the moulded bands of 
stone round the minar have been deeply cut, which 
Mr. Beglar suggests was done after erasing some 
original carvings to which the Mahomedans ob- 









14. Another account of Aurangzeb converting a Temple in Anmedabad to mosque. From 


‘India In The Seventeenth Century book by J. Ovington, 1689, Page 17 


Ahmedabad being inhabited also by a great number of 
heathens, there are pagodas, oridol-temples it 1t. That which was 
called the pagoda of Santidas was the chief, before Aurangz 
converted it into a mosque, When he nerformed that ¢ cere- 
mony, he caused a cow ce, knowing very 
well, that after such an action, the ooo according to their 
law, could worship no more therein. All round the temple 
there is a cloister furnished with Jovely cells, beautified with 
figures of marble in relief, representing naked women sitting 
after the Oriental fashion. The inside roof of the mosque is 
pretty enough, and the walls are full of the figures of men and 
beasts; but Aurangzeb, who hath always made a show of an 
affected ee, which at length raised him to the throne, 
caused the no ares which added a great deal 


of magnificence to that mosque, to be beat off. 











15. Temple existence under Qutub Minar, Delhi. Details From ‘Guide to the Qutab Delhi’ 


book by J.A. Page, 1927, Plate |, Page 66. 





From same book, Page 64 


PLATE XI. 





(a) OBVERSE or Hrxpu SCULPTURED STONES. THE REVERSE 


OF WHICH IS INSCRIBED WITH NASKH LETTERING (ISLAMIC), 





(ò) REVERSE OF (a), SHOWING THE NASKH LETTERING. 


16. Evidence of Jama Masjid of Delhi built on a Temple. From ‘Archaeology and 


monumental remains of Delhi by Corr Stephen, 1876, Page 40 


17. Fragments from Somnath temple's idol placed on Jama Masjid's stairs by Khilji. 


From Archaeology and monumental remains of Delhi’ by Corr Stephen, 1876, Page 
68 





18. In the northern side of the Banaras (varanasi) city there are several Muhammadan 


mosques which have been built out of the remains of temples. From 'Benares, the 
sacred city' book by E. B. Havell, 1905, Page 202 


especially sacred by any ‘sect of Hindus. In: the 
northern side of the city there are several) Muham- 
madan mosques which have -been built out of the 





or monasteries. The most interesting and picturesque 
of these is opposite to Kasi railway-station. _ The 
Muhammadans, in converting it to their own use 
about one hundred and twenty years ago, gaye it a 
symmetry suggestive of a Greek or Roman temple. 


19. An account of Mahmood Gazni destroying Idol of Somnath Temple. 
From ‘The History Of The Indian Empire - Volume l' book by R. Montgomery Martin, 
1860, Page 67 


Tor me er me o a i M r 


cated fact that Mähmood w was chtreated by 


a crowd of Brahmins to accept a costly | 
ransom anil spare the object of their venera- 
tion, but after some hesitation, he exclaimed 
that were he to consent, his name would To 
down to posterity as an idol-sellcr instead of 
destroyer, he therefore raek the fec of 
thelimage with! his mae, and his example 


being follow ed by his companions, the figure, 
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20. Akbar Plundering Temple of Chittor after his conquest. From "The History Of The Indian 
Empire - Volume l' book by R. Montgomery Martin, 1860, Page 111 
https://archive.org/details/TheHistoryOfThelndianEmpire-Volumel/page/110/mode/2up 


SPOILS CHAITTONE—s.p. 1568. 11] 





pollution or captivity ; the men, to the num- 
ber of 8,000, ran to the ramparts, and were 
there slain by the Moslems who had inounted 
unopposed. “ Mileh@micentered Chittore; when,” 
says Tod, ‘BO,O0O0 of its Gnlabitants he- 
came victims to the ambitious thirst of con- 
auest of this guardian of mankind.” * 

* Akber's conduct on this oceasion has also left an | 
indelible stain on his character as a patron of the |: 
arts, for the stately temples and palaces of Chittore 
wererdelaced and despoiled with the most ruthless 
barbarity. He showed, however, his sense of the | 





21. Shah Jahan Destroying Temples and Killing Brahmins. From 'The History Of The Indian 
Empire - Volume l' book by R. Montgomery Martin, 1860, Page 129 
https://archive.org/details/TheHistoryOf ThelndianEmpire-Volumel/page/128/mode/2up 


Ilindoos, in despair, abandoned all attempts at culti- 
vation, and prostrated themselves in erowds before 
the shrine of their gods, upon whieh, Shah Jelan issued 
an edict for treaking down’ theiradols, and Gemes 
lishing..the. temples. Many Brahmins wé¥elmas- 
Sacred; but the resistance offered was so determined, 
that the emperor was compelled to relinquish this 
specics of perseeution, and to adopt more gentle 
|meaus of inducing them ta till the ground, | 





22. Murshed Kuli Khan of Murshidabad destroying temples. From 'The History Of The Indian 
Empire - Volume I' book by R. Montgomery Martin, 1860, Page 240 


https://archive.org/details/TheHistoryOfThelndianEmpire-Volumel/page/240/mode/2up 





